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Welcome! 

 

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘƘǊƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ aŜǊŎŜǊ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ нл21 Annual Report! Our 

dedicated staff works hard every day to ensure the safety and security of our residents and 

those traveling through Mercer County. 

 

We would like to thank our citizens for their continued support over the years. Law 

Enforcement is a partnership between the law enforcement agency and the citizens we serve. 

 

It is truly an honor and privilege to be able to provide services to you! 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Jeff Grey 

Sheriff 

 

¢ƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŜǊŎŜǊ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘƭȅ ǎŜŜƪ ŀƴŘ 

find ways to affirmatively promote, preserve, and deliver a feeling of security, safety, and 

quality services to the citizens and visitors of Mercer County. This mission is a commitment to 

ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ōȅ ŀƭƭ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎΦ 9ŀŎƘ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŜǊŎŜǊ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƛǎ 

committed to providing these services in a caring, courteous, and common-sense manner.    

 

ά/ŀǊƛƴƎΣ /ƻǳǊǘŜƻǳǎΣ /ƻƳƳƻƴ {ŜƴǎŜ [ŀǿ 9ƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘέ 

9ǾŜǊȅ ƴŜǿƭȅ ƘƛǊŜŘ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ aŜǊŎŜǊ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ /ƻŘŜ ƻŦ 9ǘƘƛŎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 
Code of Ethics shall be signed by the employee in the presence of the Sheriff, thereby 
ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜΩǎ ŀŦŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ dedication to protect constitutional rights and 
freedoms, perform all duties in a professional and competent manner, be truthful and honest 
in all dealings with others, and serve the public in a courteous, empathetic and humane manner. 
The original signed Code of Ethics shall be given to the employee and a copy retained in the 
ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ ŦƛƭŜΦ 
 
INTEGRITY 
We uphold our positions of trust through honesty, credibility, and by maintaining high ethical 
standards. 
SERVICE 
We regard our office as a public trust. We are constantly mindful of our primary obligation to 
ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ά/ŀǊƛƴƎΣ /ƻǳǊǘŜƻǳǎΣ /ƻƳƳƻƴ {ŜƴǎŜ [ŀǿ 9ƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘέΦ 
PROFESSIONALISM 
We value professionalism by having commitment, perspective, and direction. Professionalism 
is achieved by creating an environment that encourages teamwork, and innovation. 
RESPONSIBILITY 
We ensure that our behavior earns the support and trust of the public by being responsible for 

our actions and willing to admit our mistakes. 

Past Sheriffs 

W.H. Hinkle ................... 1825 

John Murdock ............... 1827 

Isaac Applegate ............. 1829 

Joshua Warfield ............ 1833 

James Brown ................. 1835 

John Eliot ....................... 1836 

Sabert Scott ................... 1839 

A.T. Stedman ................. 1841 

Joseph Carlin ................. 1843 

G.W. Timmonds ............ 1846 

S.E. Snider ..................... 1851 

C.H. Hight ...................... 1856 

Robert Wiley ................. 1860 

G.W. Timmonds ............ 1862 

Henry L. Johnson ........... 1866 

Thornton Spriggs ........... 1870 

Henry J. McKirnan ......... 1874 

John G. Blake ................. 1878 

James F. Timmonds ....... 1884 

George H. Houser .......... 1888 

George H. Heffner ......... 1892 

Lorenz Schunk ............... 1896 

Joseph Hinders .............. 1900 

A.B. Grothjan................. 1907 

Shell Fisher .................... 1911 

William Humphrey ........ 1915 

George M. Betz ............. 1919 

Charles Creeden ............ 1923 

George M. Betz ............. 1927 

Ed L. Bernard ................. 1931 

Lawrence M. Davis ........ 1935 

Bruce Barber ................. 1941 

Dwight Raudenbush ...... 1945 

Bruce Barber ................. 1953 

W.C. Sunderhaus ........... 1961 

E. Joseph Gilmore.......... 1977 

Carl J. Eichar .................. 1991 

Paul O. Gray .................. 1997 

Jeff Grey ........................ 2001 
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 Our staff has dedicated their time and efforts to 

ensure the safety of all Mercer County citizens, and 

for that, I am grateful. 

 

  

 

Meet Your Sheriff 
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Sheriff Jeff Grey was elected Mercer County Sheriff in November 2000, taking office January 1, 2001. He has been in law enforcement 

in Mercer and Auglaize Counties since 1980. 

Sheriff Grey is a 1977 graduate of Celina Senior High School and received an Associate of Arts Degree in Business Administration 

from Northwestern College, Lima, OH. He is a graduate of the School of Police Staff and Command, Northwestern University, 

9ǾŀƴǎǘƻƴΣ L[Σ ǘƘŜ C.L 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ {ŎƘƻƻƭΣ .ǳŦŦŀƭƻΣ b¸Σ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦǎΩ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΣ [ƻƴƎƳƻƴǘΣ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻΦ 

Sheriff Grey is the past Chairman of the Sex Offender Registration and Notification (SORN) Committee and a past (2012) President 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǳŎƪŜȅŜ {ǘŀǘŜ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ. He is also a member of the Concealed Carry, Community Corrections, DARE/SRO, 

and Legislative Committees. Sheriff Grey trained newly elected sheriffs in 2004, 2008, 2012, 2016, and 2020 on the SORN Laws and 

how they affect the office of Sheriff.  

Sheriff Grey lives in Washington Township with his wife Kay. They have two adult sons, and five grandchildren. 
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Administrative Staff 

   
Jeff Grey 
Sheriff 

Gery Thobe 
Chief Deputy, Enforcement 

Jodie Lange 
Chief Deputy, Corrections 

   
Martin Emerine 

Captain, Corrections 
Doug Timmerman 

Captain, Enforcement 
Lori Knapke 

Captain, Civil Division 

   
Kandi Baucher 
Fiscal Manager 

Monte Diegel 
9-1-1 Administrator 

Kory Hoffhines 
IT Administrator 

   
Ashley Carr 

Executive Assistant 
Nicole Grabow 

Administrative Assistant, Civil Division 
Theresa Berry 

Administrative Assistant, Corrections 

 

 

 

 
Cody Tebbe 

IT Technician 
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Supervisors 

   
Detective Sergeant Megan Baker 

Enforcement 
Sergeant Donald Bird 

Civil Division 
Supervisor Stephanie Bledsoe 

Central Dispatch 

   
Supervisor Kelci Dodds 

Central Dispatch 
Sergeant Robert Cupp 

Corrections 
Sergeant Darrell Etgen 

Enforcement 

   
Nurse Supervisor Megan Fokine, RN 

Medical 
Sergeant Rachel Heinl 

Enforcement  
Supervisor Connie Kaiser 

Custodial 

   
Sergeant Heather Leist 

Corrections 
Sergeant Nathan Post 

Corrections 
Supervisor Brieanna Vest 

Central Dispatch 

   
Sergeant Jay Wehrkamp 

Enforcement 
Detective Sergeant John Westgerdes 

Enforcement 
Sergeant Jonathan Wolfe 

Corrections 
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Employees 

   
Nurse Susan Backs, LPN 

Medical 
Deputy Jessica Balthis 

Enforcement 
Detective Carla Baucher 

Enforcement 

   
Deputy Kari Begley 

Corrections 
Deputy Maria Diana Contreras    

Corrections 
Deputy Patrick Cupp 

Enforcement 

   
Deputy Chad Etzler 

Corrections 
Deputy Kyle Fink 

Enforcement 
Deputy Patrick Forsthoefel 
Enforcement/K9 Handler 

   
Detective Chad Fortkamp 

Enforcement 
Deputy Madison Garland 

Corrections 
Deputy Scott Geis 

Civil Division, D.A.R.E. 

   
Kathy Giere 
Custodial 

Deputy Spencer Heinl 
Enforcement 

Dispatcher Kaeleah Heyne 
Central Dispatch 

   
Deputy Jacob Huber 

Enforcement 
Marilyn Kahlig 

Custodial 
Deputy Matt Kremer 

Corrections 
  














































